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Clarence Teachers Make the Difference 



Workload 

Teachers’ Workload is Bigger Than Ever 

Before and It’s Taking a Toll 
by WhitneyBallard 

 

“Teachers just get the rest of the year off.” 

“It must be a great time to be a teacher.” 

“What are teachers even doing now with parents now teaching their own kids?” 

Everything. It feels like we’re doing everything. 

You see, many of us have our own kids, myself included. We are teaching 
them—and believe it or not, we ARE teaching your kids, too. 

We ARE working more than the 45-minute Zoom calls where you see us. 
Contrary to popular belief, we aren’t logging out of Zoom, closing our laptops, 
and immediately grabbing a margarita to spend the rest of the day poolside.  

You see, it starts the night before for me. My husband is an essential worker; 
therefore, it’s just me. Well, me AND my two kids. The night before, I lay out 
coloring books for my toddler to keep him busy during my online lessons. On a 
good day, they’ll keep him busy long enough. Some days, I have to excuse 
myself from the computer screen to throw more distractions his way while I 
stressfully try to juggle the needs of my kids AND my school kids. I’ve always 
been “mom” and “teacher”, but never have I been so deeply immersed into the 
two roles at one time. 

https://www.boredteachers.com/members/whitneyballard/


After the call, I log my second grader onto our computer and get him started on 
his work—while still simultaneously entertaining the toddler. In the gaps 
between “mama, mama, mama”, I check on my students’ work status the best I 
can, respond to parent emails/texts, and just try to find a moment to breathe.  

It’s frustrating to even think that some believe this is easier. It’s not. Every day 
feels like I’m stuck in a never-ending tornado of uncertainty and unlimited boxes 
to check off. When I’m spending time on my school kids, I feel parent guilt. 
When I spend time with my kids, I feel teacher guilt because I’m always behind 
on something for work. There aren’t enough hours in the day and there certainly 
isn’t enough time to be “bored”.  

I had no idea just how difficult it would be to separate home and work until I was 
unexpectedly handed both batons and told I couldn’t afford to drop either one. In 
all honesty, some days I have to choose. Some days, my kids get the better 
version of me, and some days I spend more time catching up on work and 
grades and emails. Some days, I am in full survival mode and I don’t excel at 
either role. On the best days, I somehow manage to keep everything afloat.  

My students? Many are receiving the much-needed family time they deserve 
and I couldn’t be happier for them. Me? Well, you might find me at my desk 
teaching and parenting, or you might just find me locked in the bathroom for a 
moment of peace from the craziness. 

The physical demand is taxing, to say the least. I physically have little hands 
tapping my shoulder asking for another snack, or some help—and rightfully so, 
they deserve my attention. I also have little voices asking questions from the 
other side of the computer screen. They, too, deserve my attention. Somehow, 
my physical inability to meet everyone’s demands become my own mental 
issue. It weighs on my heart more than any little person on my lap or pending 
checklist on my screen. 

It’s this feeling of wanting to do my best but feeling incapable of doing 
everything that’s expected of me. The feeling never goes away; it’s constant 
from the moment I wake up to the moment I start rolling through our plans for 
the next day. Though my eyes could use more rest and my body would benefit 
from being more relaxed, it’s absolutely my state of mind that may eventually 
get me. I can feel it creeping up on me and I’m fighting it constantly. My 
students seem well—but I’m not sure I’m okay.  

I wish I knew how to fix it; I wish I knew how to make it easier, but even in 
pajama pants—one the hardest job there is just got even harder. 

 

https://www.boredteachers.com/teaching-and-career-tips/teacher-workload-own-children


Something for the Seniors 

May 08, 2020 

Teachers are going the extra mile 

(or 40) for their students 
Author: Liza Frenette 
Source:  NYSUT Communications 

 
Caption: CELEBRATING SENIORS. Saranac Lake teachers get ready to caravan from the high school 
parking lot to visit every member the 2020 senior class. Photo via Saranac Lake School District. 

Waving moppy, floppy pom-poms does not typically evoke tears. But when 
educators shook them and cheered for high school seniors outside their 
homes across New York this week, many students cried. And so did some 
teachers. 

In Saranac Lake, a caravan of pom-pom waving teachers left the school 
parking lot at 9:30 a.m. and returned at 6:30 p.m. — after visiting every 
one of the 89 members of the 2020 senior class in the front yard of their 
homes, where they are quarantined during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“They all miss school,” said Peter Frenette, high school physical education 
teacher and driver ed instructor. “Usually at this time (of year) they all want 
to get out — now they want to get in.” 

A lead bus driver had a route planned out, and members of the Saranac 
Lake Teachers Association followed in cars. Principal Josh Dann got out at 
each stop with a bullhorn, shouting “We’re coming for you!” Students came 
out of their homes alongside parents or siblings. Teachers, practicing safe 

https://www.adirondackdailyenterprise.com/news/local-news/2020/05/a-different-kind-of-homecoming/
https://www.adirondackdailyenterprise.com/news/local-news/2020/05/a-different-kind-of-homecoming/
https://www.adirondackdailyenterprise.com/news/local-news/2020/05/a-different-kind-of-homecoming/


distancing and wearing masks, got out of their cars waving pom poms and 
holding up banners. 

“It was awesome. They were all really, really overjoyed,” Frenette said. 
Because each stop took more time than planned, as teachers and 
students really wanted to visit with each student, the trip ran behind 
schedule. 

“We actually tracked the last two students down at the skateboard park!” 
Frenette said. 

Frenette said that educators and students miss how they usually connect 
outside the classroom, between classes. And that made the personal visits 
to seniors even more of a treasure. 

“You have interactions all day with kids, in the hallways, in the cafeteria. 
That’s all gone,” he said. 

Saranac Lake TA member Kris Miemis took photos at each stop for the 
annual senior slide show — although there is still uncertainty as to how 
that show will be presented. 

Examples abound around the state of educators going the extra mile to 
reach out to graduates 

In Central New York, members of the Marcellus Faculty Association paid 
tribute to the graduating class with a day-long parade of teachers in their 
individual, decorated cars. They visited 135 seniors between 8:30 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. 

“We would shout ‘We love you! We miss you! We want you to know how 
proud we are of you!” said Laurie Updike, MFA treasurer and a physical 
education teacher. “Some of them cried. Some pulled their shirts over their 
faces (crying.) One mom wrote: ‘Best day ever.’” 

As teachers and administrators reconfigure rites of passage for seniors, 
Updike said “This was a really special day to be able to connect. You 
become attached to these kids. You feel their losses and gains. They face 
the end of the year with emptiness. To be able to give kids that joy — 
that’s why you choose this gig.” 

https://www.syracuse.com/coronavirus/2020/05/educators-visit-all-of-districts-graduating-seniors-i-had-52-teachers-in-my-front-yard-thats-amazing-video.html
https://www.syracuse.com/coronavirus/2020/05/educators-visit-all-of-districts-graduating-seniors-i-had-52-teachers-in-my-front-yard-thats-amazing-video.html


In one Long Island district, seniors were the ones who paraded in their 
cars while members of the Lynbrook TA stood outside the high school. 
Seniors drove by the lineup of teachers, coaches and administrators, who 
cheered, held balloons, and blitzed the air with noisemakers. 

“I rang my little cowbell,” said Kim Herrmann, social studies teacher, who 
said some seniors passed by two and three times. Many of the 220 
seniors had their entire families packed into the car, complete with dogs. 

“During the course of the year you get little bits of love and joy all year. It 
was like packing that into an hour,” Herrmann said. 

The event took place at 8:20 p.m., the military equivalent time of 20:20. 
The seniors also received lawn signs for their homes. 

School librarian Tara Thibault-Edmonds was part of a local union 
entourage in Rondout Valley delivering signs to 159 graduating seniors in 
an early morning stakeout this week. 

“We wanted to make it a big surprise, so we decided we’d get there early,” 
said Thibault-Edmonds. The lawn signs were purchased by the Rondout 
Valley Federation of Teachers and School-Related Professionals, and 
members from every unit helped with delivery. “We had teachers, 
secretaries, coaches and paras,” she said. 

Graphic arts teacher Jake Maloney designed the signs. The union ordered 
extra signs to be placed around the community as June graduation date 
nears. 

The 50 volunteers drove through the Ulster County neighborhoods in the 
early morning quiet. 

“Some of us were stealthy,” Thibault-Edmonds said, laughing, “but others 
were a little more flashy. She noted that French teacher Patricia Abi-
Hassan tied balloons to her signs and honked for the still-sleeping seniors. 

Creativity is the hallmark of these outreach efforts for graduating seniors. 
In Lake Placid, teaching assistant Patti McConvey raised more than 
$2,000 for senior signs to decorate light posts in the mountain community. 
Each banner features a portrait of a senior. At the James Baldwin High 
School in Brooklyn, laminated senior portraits dress up the fence 
surrounding the school. 



Billionaires 

Billionaires Are the Biggest 

Threat to Public Schools 
For education “disruptors” like Bill Gates and Betsy DeVos, COVID-19 isn’t a crisis—it’s an opportunity. 

by Sarah Lahm 

May 13, 2020 

  

  

The COVID-19 crisis is shaping up to be a golden opportunity for those eager to 

shake up public education. 

The coronavirus pandemic is presenting both DeVos and Gates with new ways to divert public 

dollars to privately managed schools. 

In recent months, as schools closed to limit the spread of COVID-19, millions of 

students, teachers, and administrators have been forced to flip a switch and 

embrace distance learning. Many states have hinted that this situation could 

continue well into the next school year. 

Now, panic is spreading among public school advocates as key proponents of 

“disruptive” education models scramble to capitalize on the chaos.  

First came the news, in late April, that Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, who has 

long been a political and financial supporter of school choice schemes, has been 

authorized by Congress to hand out $307 million in grant money to state 

departments of education—provided they use the funds to “reimagine” (read: 

privatize) K-12 schooling. 

Then, in early May, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that he would 

be working alongside billionaire education reform advocate Bill Gates to construct 

new ways of delivering instruction in the COVID-19 era. 

https://progressive.org/topics/sarah-lahm/
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/07/851447550/a-few-schools-reopen-but-remote-learning-could-go-on-for-years-in-u-s
https://progressive.org/covid-19/coronavirus-capitalism-public-schools-taylor-200428-/
https://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2020/04/betsy_devos_coronavirus_grants_rethink_learning.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/andrew-cuomo-bill-gates-reimagine-new-york-schools-coronavirus-2020-5


Gates, of course, has a long history of tinkering with public schools from a 

philanthropic distance, using his billions to fund everything from small high school 

programs to the spread of charter schools in post-Hurricane Katrina New Orleans. 

Much of Gates’s work has been controversial and short-lived, such as his efforts to 

have teachers evaluated according to student test scores—something Gates and his 

wife Melinda admitted was a costly failure. 

As for DeVos and her husband Dick, they have for years thrown their considerable 

weight behind alternative education models, including charter schools and 

vouchers for private school tuition, all of them funded by public tax dollars. 

The DeVoses have used their home state of Michigan as a sort of Petri dish for neo-

liberal education reform. With their extensive cash reserves and political 

connections, the DeVos family has fostered the growth of a mostly unregulated 

charter school industry in Michigan. 

This has amounted to a “race to the bottom” for the state, according to 

local observers. 

Betsy DeVos has continued her devotion to undermining public schools and the 

unionized teachers who staff them. Earlier this year, she nabbed a front row seat as 

the Supreme Court wrestled over whether or not public education dollars can be 

used to pay for tuition at private religious schools—a cause she has supported for 

many years. 

Now, the fallout from the coronavirus pandemic is presenting both DeVos and 

Gates with new ways to divert public dollars to privately managed schools, or 

perhaps to untested, profit-driven ventures.  

While the federal CARES Act includes billions in additional funding for public K-12 

schools and colleges across the United States, that money is intended to help school 

districts and higher education outfits respond adequately to the challenges 

https://seattleducation.com/2015/09/07/15765/
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/teacherbeat/2018/02/teacher_evaluation_efforts_haven%27t_shown_results_bill_melinda_gates.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/gates-foundation-education-initiative-2018-9
https://www.mlive.com/news/2018/05/michigan_schools_on_a_race_to.html
https://educationvotes.nea.org/2019/03/22/devos/
https://twitter.com/EvieBlad/status/1220017747414913024?s=20
https://www.salon.com/2019/12/19/exclusive-betsy-devos-family-foundation-funnels-money-to-right-wing-groups-that-boost-her-agenda/
https://www.ncsl.org/blog/2020/04/01/-cares-act-gives-state-education-funding-flexibility-in-wake-of-covid-19.aspx


brought by COVID-19—such as buying new technology to adapt to online 

learning.   

DeVos, however, was able to, as one reporter noted, carve out a niche for her “pet 

policy ideas.” Through a competitive grant process, state departments of education 

can vie for an additional $307 million in relief funds, provided they use the money 

to promote homeschooling and other alternative education models. 

The U.S. Department of Education is poised to allow private schools to gain a larger share of the 

CARES Act funds than public schools. 

These funds amount to a voucher program where grant money can be directed 

toward a whole slew of services, including private schools that offer online 

learning programs. 

What’s more, the U.S. Department of Education is poised to allow private schools to 

gain a larger share of the CARES Act funds than public schools that serve primarily 

low-income students. 

That’s because DeVos’s office has proposed a “creative interpretation” of the relief 

package, according to news reports, that requires school districts to set aside a 

higher-than-usual percentage of federal dollars for local students who attend 

private schools. 

In response, public education advocates are asking DeVos to walk back her 

decision. They say it “could significantly harm the vulnerable students who were 

intended to benefit the most from the critical federal COVID-19 education relief 

funds Congress has provided.” 

Meanwhile, Governor Cuomo’s decision to partner with Bill Gates and other tech 

entrepreneurs is raising red flags among public school advocates, especially since 

Cuomo rolled out the announcement by questioning why brick and mortar schools 

still exist. 

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/npr/847783190/devos-to-use-coronavirus-relief-funds-for-home-schooling-microgrants
https://www.blackenterprise.com/education-secretary-betsy-devos-to-offer-homeschooling-microgrants-from-covid-19-relief-funds/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2020/5/5/21248179/equitable-services-coronavirus-private-schools
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2020/5/5/21248179/equitable-services-coronavirus-private-schools
https://ccsso.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/DeVosESLetter050520.pdf
https://www.vox.com/recode/2020/5/6/21249410/coronavirus-andrew-cuomo-bill-gates-eric-schmidt-tech-billionaires
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2020/05/06/cuomo-questions-why-school-buildings-still-exist-says-new-york-will-work-with-bill-gates-reimagine-education/


The coronavirus pandemic is nothing short of a “rare opportunity” for Cuomo and 

his allies to remake public education by perhaps replacing teachers with 

computers, as a New York Times article recently suggested. 

Billionaire opportunists are, it would seem, enjoying direct access to Cuomo. The 

Gates Foundation has been asked to “revolutionize” public education in New York, 

beginning as early as this fall, and former Google CEO Eric Schmidt has also been 

tapped to lend a hand. 

Given Gates’s track record of expensive failures in the realm of education reform, 

this partnership is understandably drawing criticism from teachers and parents, as 

well as allegations from progressives that it is disaster capitalism at work. 

DeVos’s preferred approach to education reform has also proven to be disastrous 

in Michigan, where many students struggle to get a basic education, thanks to the 

state’s highly destabilized public school system. 

Given the emerging economic crisis and the devastating impact it will likely have 

on state education budgets, Gates, DeVos, and other well-heeled proponents of 

disruptive education plans should not be granted unchecked access to taxpayer 

money and the students, teachers, and communities who depend on public schools. 

• Lighter Side 
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https://www.npr.org/2020/05/07/851447550/a-few-schools-reopen-but-remote-learning-could-go-on-for-years-in-u-s


• Gaps 

Survey Shows Big Remote 

Learning Gaps For Low-Income 

And Special Needs Children 
Four out of 10 of the poorest U.S. students are accessing remote learning as 
little as once a week or less, according to a new survey from ParentsTogether, 
an advocacy group. 

By contrast, for families making more than $100,000 a year, 83% of kids are 
doing distance learning every day, with the majority engaged over 2 hours a 
day, the survey found. 

The nation's schools shut down in-person learning in mid-March, and only a few 
states, including Colorado,Montana and Wyoming, have experimented with 
opening classroom doors since then. From the beginning, experts in distance 
learning warned that it can magnify inequities, with the most able and highly 
advantaged learners humming along, while learners who need more support fall 
far behind. 

https://co.chalkbeat.org/2020/4/22/21232151/colorado-coronavirus-school-closure-classsroom-instruction
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/07/851447550/a-few-schools-reopen-but-remote-learning-could-go-on-for-years-in-u-s
https://www.the74million.org/article/as-covid-keeps-most-schools-shuttered-for-the-rest-of-the-year-a-growing-number-in-wyoming-and-montana-partially-reopen/
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/23/820228206/6-tips-for-homeschooling-during-coronavirus


 

Kids from low-income homes are three times more likely not to have consistent 
access to a device. Courtesy of ParentsTogether via SurveyMonkey hide 
caption 

toggle caption 
Courtesy of ParentsTogether via SurveyMonkey 

ParentsTogether, in its survey of 1,500 of its members across the country, 
discovered big gaps — both by income levels and between families with and 
without children in special education. The online survey wasn't a scientifically 
weighted sample, but it was geographically, racially and socioeconomically 
diverse. 

Similar to what other surveys have found, the lowest-income parents, making 
less than $25,000 a year were ten times more likely than families making six 
figures and above to say their kids are doing little or no remote learning (38% 
vs. 3.7%). 



Some other survey items give clues as to why that might be true. 

• 32% of the lowest-income families say their students either don't have a 
device, or have to share it with others such as siblings. 

• 11% said their schools didn't offer any distance learning materials. That 
compares with only 2% of the highest-income households who said the 
same. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, parents from low-income homes, who are mostly 
attending public schools, give remote learning low marks. 

• They are twice as likely to say remote learning is going poorly or very 
poorly (36% vs. 18%). 

• They are much more likely to say their kid's work is mostly or entirely 
busywork (35% vs. 19%). 

 



Parents from low-income homes are ten times more likely to say their kids are 
doing little or no remote learning. Courtesy of ParentsTogether via 
SurveyMonkey hide caption 

toggle caption 
Courtesy of ParentsTogether via SurveyMonkey 

And they're worried about their children's futures. 

• One in 3 is "very concerned" about children falling behind in learning. 
• Only 1 in 5 of the wealthiest parents are "very concerned" and 60% aren't 

concerned at all. 

 

Parents from low income homes are twice as likely to say remote learning is 
going poorly or very poorly. Courtesy of ParentsTogether via 
SurveyMonkey hide caption 



Courtesy of ParentsTogether via SurveyMonkey 

The survey also found big gaps reported by families whose children are in 
special education. 

• Four in 10 say they are not receiving any support at all. 
• Just 1 in 5 report that they are receiving all the services their children are 

entitled to. 

• 35% report that their children are doing little to no remote learning, 
compared with 17% of their general education peers. 

• And, 40% of parents of special needs children are concerned about their 
mental health, compared with 23% of parents of other children. 

 

39% of parents of kids with IEPs say they are not receiving any support at 

all. Courtesy of ParentsTogether via SurveyMonkey  



• Message from President 

 

Presidential Message on National 

Teacher Day, 2020 
Issued on: May 5, 2020 

On National Teacher Day, we recognize the countless men and women who 
dedicate their lives to instilling character, integrity, and knowledge in the hearts 
and minds of our Nation’s students. 

The classroom is a unique place for each student, providing them a sanctuary to 
learn and grow.  The past months, however, have tested our traditional 
educational models, as the coronavirus outbreak has required our Nation’s 
teachers to adapt and provide instruction to their students through increasingly 
innovative means.  America’s teachers have risen to the challenge by 
developing and implementing imaginative, creative, and resourceful strategies 
to bring their classrooms and lesson plans into the homes of their 
students.  These adaptations to implement distance education are a reminder of 
the phenomenal work educators perform every day to ensure that our Nation’s 
young people have ample access to valuable learning opportunities.  During this 
challenging time, parents and caregivers have also taken on new educational 
roles by facilitating remote learning.  Together, teachers, parents, and 
caregivers have refused to allow the coronavirus to stand in the way of 
preparing America’s future leaders for a life filled with meaning, purpose, and 
success. 

My Administration is working to ensure that America’s teachers always have the 
resources they need to deliver high-quality education to their students.  In 
March, I signed the CARES Act into law.  This historic and critical legislation 
includes more than $13 billion to help our K-12 teachers continue to provide 

quality education to our students, particularly through remote 
learning.  Throughout my Administration, we have invested in educators so that 
they can continue to equip our students with the knowledge and skills they need 
for meaningful and successful lives. 

Teachers help shape the minds of children during their most impressionable 
years, strengthen and support their communities, and develop the leaders of 
tomorrow.  Today, we pay tribute to these extraordinary and thoughtful men and 
women and thank them for their compassionate service to their communities 
and country. 



• Social Media 

Trump watered down CDC school 

reopening guidelines to flimsy flowchart 
NEA: Schools, colleges can’t return to in-person learning without 
federal financial help 

 
 
WASHINGTON - May 18, 2020 - 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has released a basic flow chart 
on the reopening of school buildings, along with other businesses. The chart’s 
public release comes after a tumultuous back-and-forth between the CDC and 
the White House. The National Education Association — which represents more 
than 3 million educators working in U.S. public schools, colleges and 
universities — was not consulted on the reopening guidelines. 

The following statement can be attributed to NEA President Lily Eskelsen 
García: 

“The National Education Association has said repeatedly that we’re listening to 
the medical and public health experts on when it’s safe to go back into buildings 
and campuses, and that includes pre-school through graduate school. Yet, the 
White House has watered down the CDC guidelines to nothing more than a 
flimsy flowchart, showing Trump’s continued disregard for the safety and 
wellbeing of students and educators. The news out of France and other countries 
shows we need to be cautious and focused on safety in reopening planning, and 
prepared to act swiftly based on data. The reality of reopening school buildings 
and college campuses is that any missteps could cost lives, particularly among 
our most vulnerable students and in black, brown and poor communities. Once 
again, this administration has politics trumping science. 

“Educators are creative and collaborative. We’re used to solving problems and 
working together to tackle the biggest challenges, and we want nothing more 
than to be back with our students in school buildings. But any scenario for 
returning to safe, in-person learning requires financial help from the federal 
government. That’s why we are asking the Senate to quickly pass vital 
coronavirus relief legislation that provides necessary funding for students and 
public schools. The American economy cannot recover if schools can’t reopen, 
and we cannot properly reopen schools if funding is slashed and students don’t 
have what they need to be safe, learn and succeed.” 

 More resources are available at www.nea.org/coronavirus 
Follow on twitter at @NEAmedia and @Lily_NEA 

Keep up with the conversation on social media at #ProtectAllWorkers 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/Schools-Decision-Tree.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/Schools-Decision-Tree.pdf
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http://www.nea.org/home/NEA-President-Profile.html
http://www.nea.org/home/76098.htm
http://www.nea.org/home/76098.htm
http://www.nea.org/home/76098.htm
http://www.nea.org/home/76155.htm
http://www.nea.org/home/76155.htm
http://www.nea.org/home/76155.htm
http://www.nea.org/coronavirus
http://www.nea.org/coronavirus


• Approval & Support 

May 05, 2020 

NYSUT statement on governor’s comments 

about reimagining education 
Source:  NYSUT Media Relations 

ALBANY, N.Y. May 5, 2020 — New York State United Teachers President Andy 
Pallotta released the following statement today regarding the governor’s 
comments about reimagining education in New York: 

“NYSUT believes in the education of the whole child. Remote learning, in any 
form, will never replace the important personal connection between teachers 
and their students that is built in the classroom and is a critical part of the 
teaching and learning process — which is why we’ve seen educators work so 
hard during this pandemic to maintain those connections through video chats, 
phone calls and socially distant in-person meetings. If we want to reimagine 
education, let’s start with addressing the need for social workers, mental health 
counselors, school nurses, enriching arts courses, advanced courses and 
smaller class sizes in school districts across the state. Let’s secure the federal 
funding and new state revenues through taxes on the ultrawealthy that can go 
toward addressing these needs. And let’s recognize educators as the experts 
they are by including them in these discussions about improving our public 
education system for every student.” 

 

 
Editor’s Note 

Each month the On Target will come out near the end of the month.   

If you have something that you would like included, please send as a Word 
document by the 20th of the month to: lpanek@clarenceschools.org    

Items that could be included are: Articles dealing with education/unions, Good 
ideas for teaching, something humorous/light dealing with education, Information 
for sharing, Opinion pieces on education, Advertisement for a service you provide.   
 

Thank you, 
Lisa Panek 
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05/17/2020 

Don’t forfeit the future 
by Randi Weingarten 

President, American Federation of Teachers 

The American people have paid a heavy price for the unchecked spread of 

the coronavirus—at this writing, in the United States, 86,000 people have 

lost their lives, 36 million have lost their livelihoods, 1.4 million have 

contracted COVID-19 and 55 million students are not in school. President 

Trump(link is external) has caused the country to lose ground in our fight 

to save lives and avert economic catastrophe. He downplayed the threat of 

the virus, undermined health experts, peddled potentially deadly theories, 

and failed to provide the needed testing and protective equipment. Now 

he is pushing reopening regardless of the consequences. The president 

appears to have given up(link is external) at the very moment leaders must 

step up efforts to help cash-strapped states, cities and towns prevent even 

greater loss of life, maintain essential services and avoid permanent 

damage to the economy.. 

Weingarten unloads 

personal protective equipment the AFT procured for members on the frontlines of the pandemic, amid 

widespread shortages. Photo by Nejc Poberaj 

Last week, the House of Representatives did its part by introducing a new 

stimulus bill known as the HEROES Act. The Democrats’ plan provides $3 

trillion in relief to support families, protect frontline healthcare and other 

essential workers, and sustain public education, public safety, healthcare 

https://www.vox.com/2020/4/14/21220474/trump-coronavirus-video-white-house-briefing
https://www.vox.com/2020/4/14/21220474/trump-coronavirus-video-white-house-briefing
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/may/05/donald-trump-coronavirus-economic-recovery
https://www.aft.org/press-release/aft-president-randi-weingarten-welcomes-introduction-heroes-act


and the Postal Service. It will help keep people fed and employed, continue 

unemployment benefits, preserve health coverage, protect elections and 

hasten economic recovery. 

But Republican leaders in the Senate are ignoring the needs in their 

communities, even suggesting that states should just go bankrupt(link is 

external). That is an absolute dereliction of duty. Here’s why. 

Cities and towns had to pause much of the economy in order to prevent 

the virus from spreading. Now revenue is plummeting, unemployment is 

soaring, and they have huge unexpected expenses to protect health and 

safety. 

Nearly every community is facing cuts(link is external). Some affect 

sanitation, like reducing trash pickups, and suspending street sweeping 

and property inspections. Some make life harder, like reducing transit 

service or operating hours at government offices like the DMV. Many 

threaten public safety, like closing fire stations and laying off firefighters 

and emergency responders. And if the more than 500,000 laid-off 

educators(link is external) are not rehired, it will cause lasting harm to our 

children’s futures. 

If the Senate doesn’t act, that could be just the beginning. Without federal 

aid, states and localities will need to lay off 2 million more employees and 

force devastating cuts in food assistance, unemployment benefits, health 

coverage, schools and other supports for struggling families, just when 

they need help the most. But that outcome is not inevitable. 

Americans get it. An overwhelming 84 percent of voters approve of federal 

support to states, cities and towns, including large majorities of 

Republicans, Independents and Democrats, according to a new poll by the 

AFT, AFSCME and Hart Research. Voters are more concerned that the 

federal government will not spend enough than they are about the deficit. 

Yet Trump and Senate Republicans just throw up excuses. For years, their 

lavish tax cuts for the wealthy exploded the deficit(link is external), yet 

suddenly they are “concerned(link is external)” about deficits when the 

country faces an unprecedented health and economic crisis. Unlike the 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/22/us/coronavirus-mcconnell-states-bankruptcy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/22/us/coronavirus-mcconnell-states-bankruptcy.html
https://www.usmayors.org/
https://twitter.com/rweingarten/status/1258886778334953472
https://twitter.com/rweingarten/status/1258886778334953472
https://www.aft.org/press-release/supermajority-americans-support-stimulus-states-cities-and-towns
https://www.aft.org/press-release/supermajority-americans-support-stimulus-states-cities-and-towns
https://www.npr.org/2019/12/20/789540931/2-years-later-trump-tax-cuts-have-failed-to-deliver-on-gops-promises
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/29/economists-urge-republicans-ignore-deficit-216491


federal government, state and local governments don’t have unlimited 

authority to borrow money, even to meet their essential needs. Without 

adequate federal assistance to states and localities, there will be massive 

cuts in crucial services and layoffs of millions of workers, including many 

who today are protecting us on the frontlines of the pandemic. 

Trump says he wants to reopen schools quickly, claiming that “young 

people are little affected” by the coronavirus. This is not true(link is 

external) for young people, or for the adults who teach, support, transport, 

feed, counsel and coach them during the school day. 

America’s public schools are the heart of our communities. Reopening 

schools is key to reopening the economy, and we must do both safely. The 

AFT’s “A Plan to Safely Reopen America’s Schools and Communities” is 

grounded in scientific evidence and public health protocols that chart a 

path to safely, responsibly and sustainably reopen school buildings and 

other institutions. 

The AFT’s plan calls for communities throughout the United States to: 

1. Maintain physical distancing until the number of new cases declines for at 

least 14 consecutive days. 

2. Put in place the infrastructure and resources to test, trace and isolate new 

cases. 

3. Deploy the public health tools in public schools that prevent the virus’ 

spread, and align them with education strategies that meet the needs of 

students—including measures from daily sanitizing of schools to staggered 

scheduling. 

4. Involve workers, unions, parents and communities in all planning. 

5. Invest in recovery, as the House of Representatives just did with 

introducing the HEROES Act. 

Congress has what may be its most important charge before it—to ensure 

that states, cities, towns and schools have the resources to protect lives, 

maintain essential services and restart the economy. Our lawmakers must 

stay the course until the country is back on track. 

https://www.axios.com/trump-fauci-coronavirus-children-8167fef6-3d52-4733-8d3b-95f6fd67a043.html
https://www.axios.com/trump-fauci-coronavirus-children-8167fef6-3d52-4733-8d3b-95f6fd67a043.html
https://www.aft.org/reopen-schools
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05/24/2020 

A Pandemic without a Plan 
by Randi Weingarten 

President, American Federation of Teachers 

I’m not a scientist or a health professional, and I don’t have a crystal ball. But I 

follow the news. So on Feb. 4, Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight 

Attendants-CWA, and I held a news conference to sound the alarm about 

the growing threat of the new coronavirus. I called on the Trump administration 

to act with more urgency to prevent the spread of the virus and criticized them 

for throwing out the Obama administration’s pandemic playbook(link is 

external) for coordinating the U.S. government’s response to emerging disease 

threats. 

Weingarten, left, and 

UFT Vice President Anne Goldman unload personal protective equipment the 

AFT procured for members amid widespread shortages. 

Later that day, Trump delivered his State of the Union address. He spoke about 

the coronavirus for all of 20 seconds(link is external), saying that his 

“administration will take all necessary steps to safeguard our citizens” from the 

outbreak. 

https://www.aft.org/news/proactive-approach-needed-coronavirus-say-union-leaders
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/obama-team-left-pandemic-playbook-for-trump-administration-officials-confirm
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/obama-team-left-pandemic-playbook-for-trump-administration-officials-confirm
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2020/04/politics/trump-covid-response-annotation/


We now know that public health experts and intelligence agencies had been 

warning Trump about the threat of a pandemic as far back as November(link is 

external). But the president ignored—and continues to ignore—experts’ 

guidance. Contrary to his promise in the State of the Union, the Trump 

administration utterly and unforgivably failed to “take all necessary steps” to 

prevent massive and unnecessary loss of life, Depression-level unemployment 

and ruptures in our economy. 

If anything, Trump’s response grew even more inept and chaotic(link is 

external) in the days and weeks that followed. Experts call February the “lost 

month,” when Trump downplayed the threat of the coronavirus, claimed it 

would miraculously disappear, and squandered precious time to prevent its 

spread. 

Trump’s magical thinking(link is external) didn’t defeat COVID-19, and it won’t 

help us safely reopen our communities and our economy. He suggests there are 

only two choices: lock down forever, or just open up as if switching a light back 

on. That’s a false choice that both threatens lives and hurts the economy. 

Reopening public school buildings is key to reopening the economy. America’s 

public schools are the heart of our communities, and many parents can’t return 

to work until their children are back in school. Without a vaccine, the question is 

how to reopen schools in a way that prevents the transmission of the virus and 

keeps our kids, teachers and staff safe and healthy. 

Caution is paramount, as both history and current developments show. The 

second wave of the 1918 flu was deadlier than the first. And some children with 

COVID-19 have developed symptoms of Kawasaki disease. Reopening schools 

requires planning to prepare for—and pay for—physical distancing measures, 

sanitizing schools after each session, and ensuring there are adequate hand-

washing stations and personal protective equipment, like masks. 

Last week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention finally released 

limited guidance for reopening schools. But there are glaring omissions, such as 

what additional resources will be necessary to reopen schools safely and the 

perspectives of those who will be working in schools and sending their kids to 

schools. To win their confidence, key parties must be involved in reopening 

plans, not just be presented with them. 

https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/04/u-s-intel-warned-of-coronavirus-threat-in-november-report.html
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/04/u-s-intel-warned-of-coronavirus-threat-in-november-report.html
https://www.vox.com/2020/5/5/21246327/coronavirus-trump-april-lost-month-jeremy-konyndyk
https://www.vox.com/2020/5/5/21246327/coronavirus-trump-april-lost-month-jeremy-konyndyk
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/21/politics/trump-magical-thinking-peale-coronavirus/index.html


Last month, the AFT released “A Plan to Safely Reopen America’s Schools and 

Communities,” which was written in consultation with public health officials and 

key stakeholders. The plan is grounded in scientific evidence and public health 

protocols to safely, responsibly and sustainably reopen school buildings and 

other institutions. (The full plan is at aft.org.) 

The AFT’s plan calls for communities throughout the United States to: 

1. Maintain physical distancing until new cases decline for at least 14 consecutive 

days. 

2. Put in place the infrastructure to test, trace and isolate new cases. 

3. Deploy public health tools in public schools to prevent the virus’ spread, and 

align them with education strategies (such as staggered scheduling) to meet 

students’ needs. 

4. Involve workers, unions, parents and communities in all planning. 

5. Invest federal aid to spur economic recovery, such as in the HEROES Act, which 

the House of Representatives just passed and the Senate must as well. 

Before this crisis, 40 percent of Americans(link is external) couldn’t cover a $400 

emergency. In households making less than $40,000 a year, about 40 percent of 

those who were working in February lost their jobs in March(link is external). The 

images of miles-long lines at food banks(link is external) and children waiting 6 

feet apart to pick up grab-and-go meals at their schools(link is external) are 

devastating. The Senate must pass the HEROES Act to protect lives, maintain 

essential services and restart the economy. 

If what we are facing is truly comparable to the Great Depression, we should 

heed the lessons of that time. The New Deal wasn’t about returning to how 

things were before; it was about creating a new vision predicated on fairness 

and equality, strengthening community, and opportunity for all. We must meet 

this moment with that same vision and clarity, and emerge from this crisis 

healthier, stronger and better than before. 

 

https://www.aft.org/reopen-schools
https://www.aft.org/reopen-schools
https://abcnews.go.com/US/10-americans-struggle-cover-400-emergency-expense-federal/story?id=63253846
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/05/13/fed-powell-coronavirus-recession/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/05/13/fed-powell-coronavirus-recession/
https://www.motherjones.com/food/2020/04/these-photos-show-the-staggering-food-bank-lines-across-america/
https://civileats.com/2020/04/07/with-schools-closed-some-districts-are-feeding-more-people-than-food-banks/
res:////ieframe.dll/acr_error.htm#aft.org,https://www.aft.org/press-release/statement-aft-president-randi-weingarten-house-passage-heroes-act


 



 

• Advertisement 

 

 
 



 

Exterior House 

Painting 
Todd Banaszak 

Clarence Middle School  
Physical Education Teacher 

25 years of Experience                                                                

553-0302 

 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Painting  
 (trim, siding, shake shingle, stucco etc..)  

Staining Cedar 

Pressure Washing 

Deck Refinishing 

Fence Refinishing 

 

• No job is too small. 

• Many references, East Amherst and Clarence 

• Professional crew with many years of experience. 

• Complete customer satisfaction. 
 
 

Call or text for a free estimate. 

716-553-0302 

 
 
 
 

 


